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Our 2009 Gala truly was an exotic and miraculous evening experience!  The ballroom, filled to capacity, was elegantly 

decorated with beautiful tall vases filled with rice and natural bamboo reaching to the ceiling, and hand painted Asian 

lanterns that lit the room dimly with flickering candlelight.  The mood was relaxed and mellow as we were serenaded 

with the crooning sounds of Dana Arterberry, Paul Steinmore, Chuck Pierce, Ken Turner and Kurt Killian.  Entertainment 

during dinner was provided by the talented group from Houston Baptist University.  Lucky door prize winners were the 

recipients of gorgeous gift baskets provided by the Power Fit ladies group at Cathedral in the Pines.  In loving devotion 

the evening was dedicated to our 2008 Father of the Year, Mr. Danny Sellers, husband of our decorator and 

Administrative Assistant, Cyndi Collins Sellers.  Danny, now at home with our Lord and Savior after a courageous battle 

with cancer, will be remembered for his courage, honor, faith and love.  

 

Board President, Dr. Dave Carpenter, in a surprise gesture of heartfelt appreciation, gave honor and recognition to our 

beloved Executive Director, Mary Milligan.  Wanting to convey the sense of appreciation, passionate fellowship and 

unity for Mary as the director of the Hope Clinic, he stated he could use a good Hollywood screenwriter like those who 

wrote such inspirational speeches in Braveheart or Independence Day .  But Dr. Carpenterõs sincere and earnest praise 

of Mary for who she is and what she does, surely rivaled those most eloquent speeches.  He pointed out Mary knows the 

importance of setting a spiritual foundation, bathing the clinic in corporate prayer each morning.  In only five years, 

under Maryõs direction, and the Boardõs strong leadership, the Hope Clinic has grown by leaps and bounds.  Hope has 

grown from a crisis pregnancy center to official clinic status including a Medical Director and Nurse Manager, from 

hundreds of clients per year to thousands, from approximately a dozen ultrasounds per month to over fifty.  With 

increased numbers of volunteers, time spent with clients from only minutes up to an 

hour.  Mary does not measure the success of her ministry at Hope by how many 

people this ministry serves, though, as much as the lives that are saved ð not only 

through mothers choosing life for their babies, but also choosing life, through Godõs 

salvation, for themselves. Dedicated to communicating the heart of pregnancy 

ministry to our community, Mary has increasingly committed herself and used her 

influence and gifts to aid those in need.  She has integrated her faith with her works 

and maintained a standard of integrity as she has sought to be a servant leader. 

Thank you, Mary, for your dedicated service.  

  

We listened intently to client, Missy Moakõs,  tearful testimony who had a change of 

heart while in an abortion clinic due to her encounter at the Hope Clinic.  In 

addition, volunteer and supporter, Carol Hasselbalch, personally relayed the pain, 

damage and devastation caused by abortion.  Read her dynamic, powerful and 

intimate testimony in this newsletter.  

  

Our speaker, Mr. Bruce Wilkinson, best selling author of The Prayer of Jabez , shared openly with our supporters and 

contributed to the eveningõs success being used by the Lord to deliver both challenges and blessings.  Mr. Wilkinson 

was lead by God to offer one family present that evening the opportunity to give one hundred thousand dollars (the 

least amount necessary to double the number of women served at the Clinic). What an unbelievable expectation from 

a single family.  God did an amazing work in the hearts of that family, who acknowledged Godõs nudge, as Mr. 

Wilkinson would say, and came forward before the evening was over with ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS!  That 

most generous gift, combined with the generous gifts of those that were challenged to add the extra ô0õ to their original 

figure put our funds raised well over any previous yearõs totals.  

 

Mr. Wilkinson also challenged the Golden Triangle to set a record in this nation for decreasing abortions in our area by 

half in one year.  It should come as no surprise to us now that the Hope Clinic is critically involved in accomplishing this 

daunting and mighty task!  We now have a challenge before us to double (from two to four thousand) the number of 

women we serve next year and to help reduce the number of abortions in the area by half.  While we are living in 

uncertain times, we are confident God is always able!  He is faithful to give us exactly what we need  when we need it.  

Will you step up to the challenge in partnership with us through your prayers and generous financial support, to provide 

a spiritual lifeline ð a bridge of hope ð to women facing crisis pregnancies ?  
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